VANITY FAIR SUPPORTS ONE YOUNG WORLD

One Young World Co-Founders Kate Robertson
and David Jones with Professor Muhammad
Yunus (centre) and (left to right) Sunantha
Phophuttharak, Sapon Pitak, Sorrawut
Pingkhlasai and Piyapattra Chaimahawong,
finalists in the Thai Young Leaders Programme

ALL TOGETHER NOW

The sixth One Young World summit in Bangkok gave young leaders a chance to
make their voices heard by some of the world’s most influential people.
Together, they debated the blueprint for change
P ORTRAITS BY PEROU

On the second day of the One Young
World summit, the microfinance pioneer
and Nobel Laureate Professor
Muhammad Yunus, whom many
consider to be the father of social
entrepreneurship, addressed a special
plenary session on social business. Then
the four finalists in the Thai Young
Leaders programme were given the
opportunity to present their innovative
business plans. It was, to say the least,
an exciting moment.
One Young World and the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration had
brought together 100 young leaders
from across Thailand for the
programme, organized by the Thai
Social Enterprise Office with the aim of
empowering the country’s most
impactful young people, giving them the
skills they need to become successful
social entrepreneurs. They had been
selected from over 1,500 applications.
Why had so many applied? The rewards
were huge: intensive coaching and
mentorship from established social
entrepreneurs, including experts and
leaders at national level, and the chance
to win seed funding for their brand-new
social ventures, dealing with matters
ranging from poverty to health, the
environment and education. Professor
Muhammad Yunus and his team were
asked to judge the winner, who will be
awarded two million baht to get his or
her business off the ground. This
amazing opportunity brought out the
very best in all the participants—not
only in their business plans for their
companies Tidy, Goody Truck, Trawell
and Aroy-Hor; but also in their
motivation to ensure that each
enterprise would be geared towards
solving concrete problems in Thailand.
We four finalists shared the view that
it is we who hold the power and
creativity to change the world.
And this will continue long after
the summit ends.

A L L M A K E - U P : M A R I A C O M PA R E T T O AT E M M A D AV I E S A G E N C Y U S I N G B O B B I B R O W N , E X C E P T M A K E - U P F O R L I YA K E B E D E : N ATA L I E L O R E N C E .
L O C AT I O N , T H I S S P R E A D : T H E S I A M K E M P I N S K I H OT E L , B A N G KO K . L O C AT I O N , C L O S I N G S P R E A D : R E D S K Y B A R , T H E C E N TA R A H OT E L , B A N G KO K

PIYAPATTRA
CHAIMAHAWONG

VANITY FAIR SUPPORTS ONE YOUNG WORLD

YEONMI PARK
Back in 2014, at the One Young
World Summit in Dublin, I shared my
story of my escape from North Korea to
China in 2007. I had no idea what was
coming or what to expect. I didn’t
know who Bob Geldof or Richard
Branson were and I thought Dublin was
part of England. But when I was on
stage telling my story and describing
what 25 million North Koreans go
through every day, I could see the
delegates crying with me. And finally I
felt as if the world cared.
That experience helped me shed
light on the darkest place on the planet.
The video of my speech was viewed over
2 million times. Suddenly, journalists
wanted to interview me, and soon
afterwards, invitations started coming in
for me to speak at many more events.
The year 2015 brought me so many
further chances to spread the word
about human rights violations in
North Korea, from addressing the
United Nations to publishing
my autobiography.
When I was invited to return to
the 2015 One Young World summit in
Bangkok, I knew that I had to make it
back. One Young World had given me a
platform, and for me it was vitally
important for new delegates to hear
about North Korea. Speaking to
delegates and Counsellors reminds me
that there is a world of people out there
who will listen and who are prepared
to take action.
It’s amazing to be part of a whole
movement with people like Nadya and
Fatima. Their courage to raise their
voices and speak out when they see
injustice gives me confidence in my
own work. I fled North Korea because
I was starving, not to find freedom or
become an activist. But now this is my
calling. Nadya, Fatima and the whole
One Young World family help inspire
me to keep working.

Left to right: Fatima Bhutto, Nadya
Tolokonnikova and Yeonmi Park
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Left to right: Dr Freeman Osonuga,
PJ Cole, the seventh Secretary General
of the United Nations and Chair of the
Kofi Annan Foundation Kofi Annan,
and Sir Bob Geldof

JENNIE ZHENGNING WANG
I left Paris for Bangkok just one day after the November terrorist attack. Global issues had never seemed so close. The summit
was timely: courage, strength and even possible solutions to these issues were not in short supply from leaders of today and
tomorrow at the One Young World summit.
I was attending as the delegate of ESSEC Business School’s Leadership & Diversity Chair, for China and also France.
Looking around, I realized that this was the first time that I had really counted myself a global citizen.
During the sessions, I had the opportunity to discuss global issues with delegates and Counsellors from 196 countries. I was
eager to consult them for their experience and advice. At the beginning of the special sessions, I asked Kofi Annan publicly
what young Chinese people should do if they want to make a difference in China, and narrow the gap between China and the
rest of the world. Three Chinese Counsellors gave some illuminating examples. As leaders in their fields, Angelica, James and
Xiaopeng showed us how to leverage professional knowledge and social influence to bring positive changes to the giant
emerging country. Inspired, the 50 Chinese delegates, of which I was one, started up an informal group in order to promote
action and a better world. I am confident that our generation will find creative solutions.

PJ COLE

Left to right: Jennie Zhengning Wang,
Angelica Cheung, James Chau and Li Xiaopeng

I was honoured to meet Kofi Annan, Bob Geldof and Freeman Osonuga at One Young World: their work has influenced mine
and will continue to do so for years to come. As a Sierra Leonean, I was moved to learn that Freeman spent six months at an
Ebola treatment centre. My team at Lifeline Nehemiah Projects also mobilized an Ebola response. In November 2014, our
community was declared an Ebola Hotspot. Friends and neighbours were dying—we had to act. We built an Ebola treatment
centre with Medair and treated 273 patients. We also provided food to more than 12,000 quarantined individuals and delivered
life-saving information to more than 80,000 people. Freeman set up the Heal the World Foundation, which helps orphans and
people living with disabilities. Like my team, he also demonstrates how those who are seen as victims can actually be victors.
My first One Young World was an oasis of hope and a point of connection for inspirational people. I was thrilled to connect
with others driven by the conviction to improve people’s lives and the planet we share. Our work at Lifeline Nehemiah Projects
is the result of similar partnerships. In 1996, my father, moved by the plight of child soldiers in Sierra Leone, partnered with
LifeLine Network International to rescue and rehabilitate over 800 child soldiers, some of whom I work with today.
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Left to right: Father Mussie Zerai,
Liya Kebede and Meron Semedar

MERON SEMEDAR
I have migrated from country to country
for the last 10 and a half years, and I am
still a refugee. I constantly remind myself
how fortunate I am just to be alive today,
considering what my fellow refugees are
going through around the world. But I
did not want it to stop there, so I
embarked on another journey. For the
last six years, I have been a voice for the
voiceless: refugees, migrants, asylum
seekers and stateless people. I would not
wish anyone to live the life of a refugee.
I help fellow refugees with the resettlement process. I have helped them
register for education and get scholarships for university, believing that one
day they will change their lives and that
of their communities. I have helped them
find jobs, get driving licences, and raise
funds to see them through the time when
they are not allowed to work or study in
the new country. I have served as a
translator. I hope that, by doing such
volunteer work myself, I am setting a
good example to others.
One Young World saw my work and
gave me the opportunity to speak among
world leaders. It is very rare for a refugee
to achieve something like this. When I
was selected to speak, I felt the
responsibility that I carry on my
shoulders and I tried to speak for all.
I am very grateful to One Young
World for creating the opportunity for
young people to connect with world
leaders. It feels great to share the stage
with prestigious people who have done
tremendous work in making this world a
better place: such as Father Mussie
Zerai, who was a Nobel Peace Prize
Nominee for 2015 for saving thousands
of migrants’ lives as they crossed the
Mediterranean, and model and
mental-health advocate Liya Kebede.
A refugee has to work more than twice
as hard as the average individual to make
things happen. Every day brings pain,
but that pain is worth everything. It
defines the life of a refugee. My message
to young people around the world is to
live up to their potential and to consider
life as very precious.
www.oneyoungworld.com

